
2024 DOCTORAL HOODING
Monday, May 20, 2024

ADELPHI UNIVERSITY



2024 DOCTORAL HOODING
Monday, May 20, 2024

ADELPHI UNIVERSITY



1 2

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICERS
Marc S. Strachan, BBA ’81 | Chair

Carmen M. Ortiz, BBA ’78, JD, LLD ’12 (Hon.) | Vice Chair

Loretta Cangialosi, BBA ’80 | Vice Chair

Leonard C. Achan, BS ’99 | Secretary

Christine M. Riordan, PhD | President, Adelphi University

MEMBERS

CHAIRS EMERITI 

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Michael A.L. Balboni, BS ’81
Greg Carey
Alexandria Cisco, BS ’15
Doug Flynn, BBA ’89
William Fuessler, BBA ’79
Kevin Goodman, BBA ’00, MBA ’03
Suhit Gupta, BS ’00
Dottie Herman
Nicholas K. Iadevaio Jr., MBA ’00
Steve Jones, BA ’89
Kevin G. Mahony ’83 

Curtis O. Minnis, BA ’77
Mahnoor Misbah, BS ’14
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MUSICAL PRELUDE

PROCESSIONAL* Mace Bearer 
Janet Schoepflin, PhD, CCC-A, 
FAAA 
Professor, Communication

Sciences and Disorders, Ruth S. 
Ammon College of Education and 
Health Sciences

Doctoral Candidates and Faculty  
	 Escorts 
Faculty
University Deans 
Executive Leadership 
Trustees 
Provost
Chair of the Board of Trustees 
University President

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS Christine M. Riordan, PhD 
President

NATIONAL ANTHEM*
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Philip A. Rozario, PhD, professor of Social Work, focuses his scholarly interest on well-
being in later life, specifically for frail individuals and their families within the long-term 
care system. His past research endeavors have included the examination of service use 
by depressed older adults, quality of life, well-being of African American women family 
caregivers, well-being of participants at senior centers, and productive engagement 
and outcomes in later life. More recently, he has examined the impact of neoliberal 
policymaking on social work practice and discourse of successful aging in Singapore, 
specifically examining the implementation of the Maintenance of Parents Act of 1995 and 
the conceptualization and construction of successful aging in Singapore. 

He received the Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty Scholar award in 2003, a visiting 
scholarship award from the National University of Singapore in 2010, a visiting expert 
award from the Agency for Integrated Care of Singapore in 2015, and a visiting senior 
scholar at Asia Research Institute of Singapore in 2017. He served as past chair of the 
Social Research, Policy and Practice Section of the Gerontological Society of America 
where he is also a fellow. 

PHILIP ROZARIO, PHD, PROFESSOR
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

KEYNOTE ADDRESS DOCTORAL HOODING CEREMONY

PROCESSION
At Adelphi’s Doctoral Hooding Ceremony, the Mace Bearer—a senior faculty member 
attired in the gown, hood and cap representative of the academic institution from which 
he or she graduated—leads the Mace party onto the stage. The doctoral candidates file 
into their seats in the Concert Hall, accompanied by their dissertation advisers. Members 
of the faculty—representing the schools awarding doctoral degrees—take their seats 
next. The processional continues with the Doctoral Program Directors, University Deans 
and Executive Leadership. Representatives of Adelphi University’s Board of Trustees 
process next. Adelphi’s Provost, followed by the Chair of the Board of Trustees, advance 
to the stage. The last person to process, and to start the ceremony, is the President of 
the University.

The candidates will be called to the stage one at a time to be hooded by their faculty 
mentor. Each new graduate will then be greeted by the President, a representative of the 
Board of Trustees, the Provost and the Dean of the candidates' respective academic unit.

ACADEMIC ATTIRE
All candidates for degrees and those who hold these degrees, including Adelphi University 
o�icers and faculty and visiting dignitaries, are attired in traditional cap and gown. The 
Adelphi doctoral cap is a brown velvet tam with an old-gold headband and tassel. The 
doctoral gown is brown with brown velvet panels on the front and chevrons on each sleeve.

HOODS
The doctoral hood is brown with a gold lining and brown chevron. It is four feet long and 
the trim measures five inches wide. All hoods are bordered with velvet of a prescribed 
width and color to indicate the field of learning to which the degree pertains.

ABOUT ADELPHI 
About Adelphi: A modern metropolitan university with a personalized approach to 
higher learning 

Adelphi University, New York, is a highly awarded, nationally ranked, powerfully connected 
doctoral research university dedicated to transforming students’ lives through small classes 
with world-class faculty, hands-on learning and innovative ways to support academic and 
career success. Adelphi is one of just four companies and the only university on Long Island 
to be named among America's Best Employers by State for 2023 by Forbes.

A surge in 2024 rankings by U.S. News & World Report—up 19 spots as a Best College, up 
85 spots for Social Mobility and up 35 spots as a Best Value College—supports Adelphi's 
rising reputation. Adelphi serves more than 7,400 students at its beautiful main campus 
in Garden City, New York—just 23 miles from New York City’s cultural and internship 
opportunities—and at dynamic learning hubs in Brooklyn, the Hudson Valley and Su�olk 
County, as well as online.

More than 121,000 Adelphi graduates have gained the skills to thrive professionally as active, 
engaged citizens, making their mark on the University, their communities and the world.
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Mila Kirstie Clarin Kulsa • August 2024
BA, New York University, 2012
MA, Teachers College, Columbia 

University, 2019
The Journey of Making a Life: An 

In-Depth Exploration of the 
Intersectionality Between 
Psychosis and Creativity Through 
Narrative Inquiry and Biography

Adviser: Michael O’Loughlin, PhD

Kendra Gabriel MacGregor Terry •  
August 2024
BA, Wellesley College, 2009
MA, Columbia University, 2019
Nonlinear Polyphony, Or: Something of 

Significance
Adviser: Karen Lombardi, PhD

Maxwell Mikelic • August 2024
BS, University of Michigan, 2012
Psychology Postbaccalaureate, 

Columbia University, 2019
The Emotion Regulation and 

Relationship Initiation (ERRI) 
Paradigm: A Novel Tool to Examine 
Attachment Insecurity in the 
Context of Dating

Adviser: Christina Marini, PhD

Kimberly Jasmine Otero • December 2023
BS, Syracuse University, 2016
Psychological Effects on Immigrant 

Children: A Case Study of Forced 
Familial Separation

Adviser: Karen Lombardi, PhD

Veronica Anna Ozog • December 2023
BA, Monmouth University, 2014
MA, Teachers College, Columbia 

University, 2016
Psychiatry and Inequality: A Critical 

Inquiry with Clinical Implications 
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Linda Fauz • May 2024
BA, Brooklyn College, 2019 
Effects of Binaural Amplification on 

Cognitive Function in Geriatric 
Population

Academic Adviser: Yula Serpanos, PhD 
Clinical Research Project Proposal 

Mentor: Janet Schoepflin, PhD

Amanda Murdolo • May 2024
AA, Su�olk County Community 

College, 2017 
BA, St. Joseph's College, 2019
A Case Study on the Challenge of 

a Satisfactory Fitting in Low 
Frequency Sensorineural  
Hearing Loss 

Academic Adviser:  
Janet Schoepflin, PhD

Clinical Research Project Proposal 
Mentor: Yula Serpanos, PhD

Sharon Ruby Philip • May 2024
BS, All India Institute of Speech and 

Hearing, 2017
The Effect of Prolonged Cannabis Use 

on Central Auditory Processing in 
Young Adults

Academic Adviser: Yula Serpanos, PhD
Clinical Research Project Mentor: Yula 

Serpanos, PhD

RUTH S. AMMON COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH SCIENCES
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

GORDON F. DERNER SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY (CONTINUED) 

Tanika Masse • December 2023
BA, Hunter College, 2013
MS, Long Island University, 2018
An Exploration of Black College 

Students' Experiences of Systemic 
Racism at Predominantly White 
Institutions

Adviser: Carolyn Springer, PhD

Melanie A. Popovits • May 2024
BA, St. John’s University, 2019
Engaging Immigrant Parents: A 

Comparative Analysis of School 
Supports

Adviser: Ionas Sapountzis, PhD

Melissa Williams • May 2024
BA, St. Joseph’s College, 2009
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